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THE “LINK”

Your Link to the Missing Link Snowmobile Club

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST :

e ATV Poker Runfi May 7th

e Summer Fishing Derbyfi August
12thfi 14th

e Our
F u Ifi lthanks to your support

¢ Missing Link has been nominated
for OFSC Club of the Year

¢ A Slow Pitch tournament is being
considered by Heather
McKechniefi contact her for fur-
ther details and/or if you have
suggestions.

e Have you seen our websité visit
www.missinglinksc.ca  for club
news and events

e d.ikedus on Facebookto get the
latest event and trail information

e Got a fun picture from club
events? Please forward it to
dowser@morningmistresort.ca

new Tr aiPaidiBr

c

I NSIDE_THIS ISSUE:

PRESI DENTG6 S ME S
THE TRAILS REPORT 2
2010 VOLUNTEER 3

RECOGNITION

OPEN SESAME POKER 4
RUN

FAMILY FUN & FISH 5

NEW CONSTRUCTION 5
ADDS EXCITEMENT

BOW-TIE POKER RUN & 6
SILENT AUCTION

2011 APPRECIATION 7
CLUB EXECUTIVE & 8
VOLUNTEERS

COMING EVENTS 8

b A

PRESI

Wel come to the Spring

WOW! What a year we had!

Ever since | joined this Club in the year 2000, |
have alwalys been very proud to be associated
s.ner % (0]

with such a Tine group of people who produce
amazing results from their combined efforts.
This year was the pinnacle of a long concen-
trated effort to make our trails consistently the
best anywhere.

This was no accident! The money and effort we
put forth installing culverts, building bridges,
rerouting trail sections, filling in and draining
wet areas, reducing pipeline berms and widen-
ing corners means we are able to get the groom-
ers on our trails with much less snow cover than
previously possible. A significant increase in
grooming hours and the adherence to a well
thought out grooming schedule provided the
result of consistently excellent trails. A side
benefit was that our groomer operators were
able to spend more time just grooming and less
time repairing large moguls and beat up corners.

At a recent District 6 meeting, the District VIA
%ﬁgrdinator suggested the Missing Link Club
should put their name forth for nomination as
the OFSC 0Club of the
was brought back to a Club meeting and the
decision was made to give it a try. The nomina-
tion criteria were divided among the Club mem-
bers and the accumulated articles and photos
were wordsmithed, edited, massaged, photo
shopped, and compiled into a final submission
that would make any Club member proud. My
heartfelt thanks goes out to all members who
participated in this exercise.
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Jim Gibson

Our fundraising events were better than ever
with the result that we set a Club record for
money raised. We also participated in a snow-
mobile first. The Timberline Club in Pembroke

hosted t he very first
Daddé fight against
there with the second highest noworporate
donation to the cause.

We capped the year off with a very successful
appreciation dinner at
facility that was attended by 60 landowners and
ClebyvplynteersTiA awards we@egiiét@byted &0n
the deserving recipients and we had some fun
with a few skits and gag presentations that made
the evening very enjoyable for everyone.

Many thanks to all our volunteers and landown-
ers who helped make this another very success-
ful year in the saga of the Missing Link Snow-
mobile Club.

Enjoy reading the rest of the Link.

Jim

162 Riders supported the Missing Link Snowmobile Club when purchasin
permits this past season.

Thank you to our permit vendors for supporting the club once again, and
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http://www.morningmistresort.ca/mlsc/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Missing-Link-Snowmobile-Club/159780820731736
mailto:dowser@morningmistresort.ca
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THE TRAILS REPORT

The Missing Link Snowmobile Club
maintains a total of 157 kms of trail. 57 §
kms of that is the
our territory and is a vital part of the RAP S
tour and the remaining 100 km comprises

six Club trails.

The investment in our trail system is
clearly showing proven results. On Janu-
ary 6" of this year, the Missing Link trail
system was the only Club South of Tim-
mins with all trails fully open. We were
quite proud of our little patch of green on
the OFSC interactive trail map amongst a
sea of red and yellow. We were also the
last Club South of North Bay with green
on the map on March 2%.

This year the Club achieved the culmina-
tion of a $ 65,000 three year effort to im-
prove the condition of the RAP section
and other Club trails by widening the
trails, installing culverts, filing in i - This year we also rerouted a 0.3 km sec-

swampy areas, removing pipeline berms, - - _ tion of the O0A6 trail

and eliminating sharp corners. section with a steep icy hill through the
The New Brusher bush out on to a private land section of

Additionally, after spending $34,000 of _ the TransCanada pipeline after successful
grant and Club funds in a major brushing &

= “ P B : : @ negotiation with the landowner. This new

and widening effor tEgs . reroute was much easier to groom and
the previous two years, the Club this year jiSNa e much safer for riders.

purchased a $17,400 Norarc brushin
machine entirely with Club funds. This -
purchase ensures the money spent ol i
major brushing is not wasted by having
the brush grow back again. We com-
pleted maintenance brushing on our en-
tire trail system this year in five short
days.

On a final note, the Club added to their
outhouse facilities by purchasing another
portable outhouse this year to provide
service at the west end of our trail system.

oThis year, more than any other year, the rider comments received by Richard and Leanne Yates|were that the
Missing Link trail system was by far the best conditioned of the wholedRAP tour.

Our grooming hours this year increased substantially from 569 in Congratulations to David BallaBoudreaufi our newest groom-
2009, 566 in 2010 to 839 in 2011. The number of trips with the ing operator in 2011. David ear nt
groomers increased to 137 from 87 in 2009 and 84 in 2010. This and volunteered over 60 hours grooming our trails this year.

resulted in all our trails being in consistently good to excellent o ] ) )
condition the whole season. David joined the following groomer operators in keeping our

trails smooth thru the 20162011 season:

TRAIL Double Passes e Andy Boissonneault
ot 32 e Brent Allen
4 e 508 zz L s oun
191 Rat Lake 14 e Robert Gervais
193 Wilderness 13 * Doug Antler -
195 Menet Lake 12 e Wayne Clouthier
197 Waterloo 9 e Jim Watters
190 Francoeur 7 e Richard Yates
190 Ashport 12 e  Albert Chartier
191 Mackey Creek Road 5 e Todd Dowser
196 Stonecliffe Bypass 16
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2010 VOLUNTEER RECOG NITION

Volunteer Coordinator Brent Allen presents Andy Brent Allen presents theFamiI; of the Year Awaial
Boissonnealt with theTrail Patroller of the Yeaward John & Trudy Miller (Trudy, where are you?)

Congratulations to our latest club members who achieved 150 hours of volunteer ser-
vice with the club. Accepting their newMissing Link Snowmobile Clidickets, from left
to right, are Brent Allen, Robert Gervais, Andy Boissonneault, and John Miller.

Bob Gervais receive¥/olunteer of The Yeaward Jim Gibson present Brent Allen with theRookie of The
from Jim Gibson YearAward
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OPEN SESAME POKER RU N: JANUARY 15TH, 2011

A total of 120 sledders turned out for
some excellent riding on a rather cool day
during the inaugural poker run to kick off
the 2011 season (formerly known as The
StakeOut Poker Run, or even The Pig
Out Poker Run for a couple of years).

The difference this year was that six brave
souls figured they could whip up a roast
beef dinner for 100+ peopl& how hard
could it be? Not that hard really!

After some tender loving care, two 30lb
roasts were in the oven prior to heading

7 W

Greg Turcotte, beating the meat!
(and thatoés all we

AND THE WINNERS AREE .

1st Prize: Sean Pufie$500

out on the poker run. Under the watchful
eye of our Morning Mist resident Jennie
Dowser, the chunks of cow simmered
away for hours and when all returned
from the poker run, they were falling
apart and tasting quite delicious (not that
there was any sampling??).

Thanks to the Millers, Antlers (with ade-
guate Turcotte supervision), as well as
the Morning Mist folks for serving a fabu-
lous roast beast dinner after a great day
on the trails! Oh yes, and thank goodness
for selfcleaning ovens!

PAGE 4

ApresTrails at the Township Hall

Thanks to Bob Wilson of the White Owl Anything can happen with a little suds and

a r €@amp forihosting a checkspaint.

about t hatwater!.

OThanks to all the volunteers and riders for making this event olir most
successful

2nd Prize: Rod Zwiersdkg250

January Poker | Run e

3rd Prize: Patty Clouthie$150
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FAMILY FUN & FISH: F  EBRUARY 20TH, 2011

Each year we choose a different lake to
travel to for sledding, ice fishing, campfire
lunch, and games. A change of venue
took us to Scope Lake this year for our
annual family outing. Apparently there is
fish in that lake, though some would beg
to differ!

The 35 people who attended this year
ranged in age from 3 to 83! This is not a
fundraiser, although the contents of our
donation jar always seem to cover the

For those who dondt
vide a shuttle service from the closest
staging area to the lake. Nossledders are
encour aty@dded owiot h any
many volunteers. We drill the fishing
holes and supply minnows and tipups.

We organize a number of games and we
roast hot dogs and provide hot and cold
beverages.

This event is geared towards the family
resulting in plenty of great memories

cost of the event. every year. Thanks

coordinati

Brent Allen has command of the-pgien

to Brent Allen for _
ng this yearés evBé39t°peBaH0@e again.

Our shuttle operator, Bob Gervais, complete
with flashing light, horn, and straw bale seats

NEW CONSTRUCTION BRI

The chance to use brand new building materials was all it took to
bring a group of dedicated volunteers together for some handy
carpentry work.

It was decided that a new café was needed to satisfy the high de-
mand of Beaver Tails and Coffee on the trails. In the spirit of the
Club, it was up to the Deux Rivieres crew to name the new hospi-
tality building. They came up

The beginning stages of the Pink Panther was a stressful time.
When the | umber arrived at
became disoriented because of an animal on the road and he
missed the driveway and ended up spinning some tires. It was
even more stressful when some of the individuals standing around
refused to help because they
efforts. In the end, Mr. Holmes directed a crew to safely return the
vehicle to the safety of asphalt.

With all that behind them, the crew set out to build the most com-
fortable café ever. The sound of hammers pounding, saws sawing,
and people swearing was all that you could hear when it was pro-
claimed that there were some issues with the measurements. The
second attempt went very wel/l

Pantherd stood there intact

smiles on their faces.

w

A friendly game of togvar.

Mr .

s

Jim Gibson congratulates our 50/50 draw
winner Judi Lambert

NGS EXCITEMENT TO MISSING LINK

Why the Pink colour you may ask? | will encourage you to send a
variety of emails to our beloved executive to field that one!

A special thanks to everyone who worked hard to bring this project
to life even though some were just there for the free pizza lunch
and to offer suggestions when things went awrppecial kudos to
Brent for the topnotch decor on the café!

with o0The Pink Panther. 6

Hol mes o residence, the driver

required ocompensationo6 for their

and the end of _th
itT\hea newi Py nks Pap

known to give Grlzzly Gord some he
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